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The NCAA and NCAA
Eligibility Center

How to Use this Guide...

The Guide addresses issues for three important groups of readers:

* High school students who hope to participate in college
athletics at an NCAA college or university;

 Parents and legal guardians; and

* High school counselors and athletics administrators.

What is the NCAA?

The NCAA, or National Collegiate Athletic Association, was
established in 1906 and serves as the athletics governing body

for more than 1,300 colleges, universities, conferences and
organizations. The national office is in Indianapolis, but the
member colleges and universities develop the rules and guidelines
for athletics eligibility and athletics competition for each of the
three NCAA divisions. The NCAA is committed to the student-
athlete and to governing competition in a fair, safe, inclusive and
sportsmanlike manner.

The NCAA membership includes:
335 active Division | members;

* 288 active Division Il members; and
* 432 active Division Il members.

One of the differences among the three divisions is that colleges
and universities in Divisions | and Il may offer athletics scholarships,
while Division Il colleges and universities may not.

What is the NCAA Eligibility Center?

The NCAA Eligibility Center will certify the academicand
amateur credentials of all college-bound student-athletes
who wish to compete in NCAA Division | or Il athletics.

To assist with this process, the Eligibility Center staffis eager to
foster a cooperative environment of education and partnership
with high schools, high school coaches and college-bound
student-athletes. Ultimately, the individual student-athlete is

responsible for achieving and protecting his or her eligibility status.

How to find answers to your questions
The answers to most questions can be found in this guide or by:

* Accessing the Eligibility Center's resource page on its Web site
at www.eligibilitycenter.org, clicking on “Resources” and then
selecting the type of studentyou are. You can then navigate
through the resources to find helpful information.

* Contacting the Eligibility Center at the phone number on this
page.
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In addition, if you are sending transcripts or additional information
to the Eligibility Center or have questions, please use the following
contactinformation.

El ity Center Contact Information

NCAAEligibility Center:
Certification Processing
PO.Box 7136

Indianapolis, IN 462077136

Package or overnight delivery:
Certification Processing

1802 Alonzo Watford Sr. Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46202

Web address:
wwweeligibilitycenter.org

Eligibility Center customer service:

U.S. callers (toll free): 877/262-1492
International callers: 317/223-0700
Fax: 317/968-5100

When to call the NCAA

Please contact the NCAA when you have questions such as these:

* What are the rules and regulations related to initial eligibility?

* What are the rules and regulations related to amateurism?

* What are the regulations about transferring from one college to
another?

* What are the rules about athletics scholarships and how can they
be reduced or canceled?

* | have an education-impacting disability. Are there any other
requirements for me?

NCAA

P.O. Box 6222

Indianapolis, IN 46206-6222

317/917-6222 (customer service hours: Monday - Friday, noon -
4 p.m. Eastern time)
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KNOW THE RULES:

Core Courses

. NCAA Division | requires 16 core courses as of August 1, 2008. This rule applies to any student first
entering any Division | college or university on or after August 1, 2008. See the chart below for the breakdown
of this 16 core-course requirement.

NCAA Division Il requires 14 core courses. See the breakdown of core-course requirements below. Please
note, Division Il will require 16 core courses beginning August 1, 2013.

Test Scores

. Division | has a sliding scale for test score and grade-point average. The sliding scale for those requirements
is shown on page two of this sheet.
Division Il has a minimum SAT score requirement of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68.
The SAT score used for NCAA purposes includes only the critical reading and math sections. The writing
section of the SAT is not used.
The ACT score used for NCAA purposes is a sum of the four sections on the ACT: English, mathematics,
reading and science.
All SAT and ACT scores must be reported directly to the NCAA Eligibility Center by the testing agency.
Test scores that appear on transcripts will not be used. When registering for the SAT or ACT, use the
Eligibility Center code of 9999 to make sure the score is reported to the Eligibility Center.

Grade-Point Average

Only core courses are used in the calculation of the grade-point average.

Be sure to look at your high school’s list of NCAA-approved core courses on the Eligibility Center's Web site to
make certain that courses being taken have been approved as core courses. The Web site is
www.eligibilitycenter.org.

Division | grade-point-average requirements are listed on page two of this sheet.

The Division Il grade-point-average requirement is a minimum of 2.000.

DIVISION | DIVISION Il
16 Core-Course Rule 14 Core-Course Rule
16 Core Courses: 14 Core Courses:

years of English. years of English.

years of mathematics (Algebra | or higher). years of mathematics (Algebra | or higher).
years of natural/physical science (1 year of lab years of natural/physical science (1 year of lab
if offered by high school). if offered by high school).

year of additional English, mathematics or years of additional English, mathematics or
natural/physical science. natural/physical science.

years of social science. years of social science.

years of additional courses (from any area years of additional courses (from any area
above, foreign language or nondoctrinal above, foreign language or nondoctrinal
religion/philosophy). religion/philosophy).

PLEASE NOTE: Beginning August 1, 2013, students planning to attend an NCAA Division Il institution will be
required to complete 16 core courses.




NCAA DIVISION | SLIDING SCALE
CORE GRADE-POINT AVERAGE/
TEST-SCORE
New Core GPA / Test Score Index

D|_V|_5|on Il has no sliding scale: The Core GPA SAT A
minimum core grade-point average is 2.000. Verbal and Math ONLY
The minimum SAT score is 820 (verbal a 3.550 & above 400 37
math sections only) and the minimum ACT
sum score is 68. 3500 420 39
3475 430
14 core courses are currently required for
studertts will be: fequired 10" 'complete
core courses. 3350 480 3
; gy 3325 490 44
16 core courses are required for Division I. 3.300 500 a4
z : 3275 510 45
e SAI ompined soore 18 based on.the
verbal and math sections only. The writing
section will not be used. 3.200 540 47
SAT and ACT scores must be reported
directly to the Eligibility Center from the 3125 570 49
testi h ; 3.100 580
ng agency. Scores on transcripts will
tbe ised.
he )
3025 610 51
Students enrolling at an NCAA Division | or
Il institution for the first time need to also

complete the amateurism questionnaire gggg ggg
through the Eligibility Center Web site. 5500 560
Students need to request final amateurism
certification prior to enroliment.
For more information regarding the rules, 2.750 720
please go to www.NCAA.org. Click on 2.7125 730
“Academics and Athletes” then “Eligibility _ ggg ;23_750 g?
and Recruiting.” Or visit the Eligibility Center
Web site at www.eligibilitycenter.org.
2575 790
2550 800
Please call the NCAA Eli ty Center if you 2525 810
have questions:
Toll-free number: 877/262-1492.
2375 870 72
2350 880
2175 950 so
2150 960
2.025 1000 85
NCAA Eligibility Center 2.000 1010 86
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OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION
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ing Started

Eligibility

Ifyou wish to participate in NCAA ion | or |l athletics, you need to be certified by the NCAA
Injtal Elighity Eligibility Center. You need to qualify academically (link to Academic requirements page) and
Division | Toolkit you need to be cleared as an amateur student-athlete.

Division Il Toolkit What Do | Need Do? D2 toolkit

» Grade 9
o Verify with your high school guidance counselor and the online core-course listin
sure you are on track.
» Grade 10
o Verify with your high school guidance counselor and the online core-course listing to make
sure you are on track.
» Grade 11
o Register with the eligibility center.
o Make sure you are stil on course to meet core-course requirements (verify you have the
correct number of core courses and that the core courses are on your high school's 48-H
with the eligibilty center).

o After your junior year, have your high school guidance counselor send a copy of your
transcript. Ifyou have attended any other high schools, make sure a transcript is sent to the
eligibility center from each high sc

o When taking the ACT or SAT, request test scores to be sent to the eligibilty center (the
code i

o Begin your amateurism questionnaire.
» Grade 12

o When taking the ACT or SAT, request test scoresto be sentto the eligibility center (the
code is"9999").

o Cornplete amateurism questionnaire and sign the final authorization signature online on or
after April 1 if you are expecting to enroll in college in the fall semester. (If you are
expecting to enroll for spring semester, sign the final authorization signature on or after
Octaber 1 of the year prior to enrollment)

o Have your high school guidance counselor send a final transcript with proof of graduation
to the eligibilty center.

Home School Information
Use high school code "869999" as the high schoal code for any home school coursework.
This information is for those who have attended a home school or nontraditional school for either

all or part of their high school career. In order to evaluate your certification status for purposes of
NCAA athletics initial eligibility, please submit the following information to the Eligibility Center.

= Cormnpleted student release form.

= Fee payment.

= Standardized test score (ACT andfor SAT). Must be submitted directly framthe testing
agency. Note that test scores received on a transcript cannot be used by the Eligibility Center.
A Student Score Report or scores taken directly from a Student Score Report cannot be

hittp: ffwnv.ncaa. crgfwps fwcrfconnectipublic/ncaa fs tudent-athlete+experience/bemming+ a+ student-athl etefgetting+star ted[10/11/2010 12:46:34 PM]
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accepted by the Eligibility Center for initial-eligibility purposes.
Home school transcript that includes:
Course titles;
Course grades;
Units of credit for courses;
Grading scale ( if numeric grading is used, alpha/letter equivalent grades are needed); and
Signature of the home school administrator (the parent or other person who organized,
taught and evaluated the home school coursework).
Transcript from any other high school, college and/or nontraditional program attended (mailed
directly from the issuing institution).
Proof of high school graduation, including specific graduation date (month/day/year).

Evidence that home schooling was conducted in accordance with state laws (a written
statement from the home school administrator verifying compliance with
state home school legislation). Please attach any supporting documentation.

A statement of who taught and evaluated the coursework, awarded grades and issued credit.

List of textbooks used throughout home schooling [course title, textbook title, publisher name
and book level (if applicable)).

There are some examples listed below for reference including a home school checklist, transcript
example and textbook list. This will help provide guidance on what the Eligibility Center needs
regarding home school information.

If your home school coursework was taken through an established nontraditional program (e.g.,
correspondence, internet, tutoring, etc.) that evaluated your coursework and issues transcripts,
please have that program provide a copy of your transcript and provide contact information so
the Eligibility Center can obtain further information, if necessary.

The Eligibility Center will evaluate home school coursework only after all
required documents have been received. After the information listed above is received.
the Eligibility Center may need to request additional information or clarification before completing
an academic certification.

HOME SCHOOL EVALUATION ADDRESS:

NCAA Eligibility Center (ATTN: Home School Evaluation)
1802 Alonzo Watford Sr. Drive

Indianapolis, IN 46202-6222

Phone: 877/ 262-1492 or 317/ 223-0700. Follow the prompts or request to be directed to the
home school department.

If you were home schooled in New York, please note that the Eligibility Center cannot accept
“proof of graduation” from a diploma issued by a home school in New York, because the state of
New York does not recognize diplomas that are issued by a home school. Ifa student is home
schooled in New York and does not graduate from a high school, that student would have to
provide a GED certificate in order to meet the NCAA's graduation requirement

0 Share/Save 24" ¢ = PRNT
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Core Courses, Grade-Point
Average, Tests and Special
Conditions

What Is A Core Course?

A core course must:

* Be an academic course in one or a combination of these areas:
English, mathematics, natural/physical science, social science,
foreign language, nondoctrinal religion or philosophy;

* Befour-year college preparatory;

* Be at or above your high school’sregular academic level (no
remedial, special education or compensatory courses) and

* Be completed not later than the high school graduation date of
your class [as determined by the first year of ervollment in high
school (ninth grade) or the international equivalent].

you take to meet high school graduation
s may be used as core courses, Courses completed
through credit-by-examwill not be used.

Check your high school’s list of NCAA courses located onthe
Resources page of the Eligibility Center Web site at
wovonceligibilitycenter.org or ask your high school counselor.

Keep Track Of Your Coursas, Unitsand Credits

By logging orto vanweeligibilitycenter.org and clicking the
“Resources”tab, then “U.S, Students”and “Are You on Tradc?"you
will find the Divisions| and Il worksheets, which will help you keep
track of your completed core courses, units, grades and credits
youreceived forthem, plus your ongoing core-course grade-poirt
average. Generally, you will receive the same creditfromthe
Eligibility Center as you received from your high school. Examples
are provided inthe English and math sections of both work sheets:

1trimester unit = 0.34 units
1 semester unit =0.50 units
1year=1.0 unit

Nontraditional Courses

What are Nontraditional Courses?

Nortraditional courses are those taught through the Intermet
{online orvirtual), distance leaming, independent study,
individualized instruction, correspondence, computer software
programs or other similar means.

There are manytypes of nontraditional educational programs
available to high school students. When considering an online,
distance learning, correspondence or even a credit recovery
program, there are several things to consider. However, the
following themes should be kept in mind:

* There is no substitute for working hard and staying on course
academically.

UDENT-ATHLETE

® NCAA rules require that all core courses are academic, four-
year college preparatory courses. Also, coursesthat are tau
through distance learning, online, credit recovery, etc. needto be
comparable inlength, content and rigor to courses taught ina
traditional classroom setting,
Al courses must include ongoing access between the instructor
and studert, aswell as regular interaction for purposes of
teaching, evaluating and providing assistance. This may in
for example, exchanging of e-mails between the student and
teacher, feedback on assignments, and the opportunity for the
teacher to engage the student in individual instruction.
Any course taken must have a defined time period for
completion. Forexample, it should be clear whether the course
is meart to be taken for an entire semester or during amore
condensed time frame, suchas six weeks, etc

* Nontraditional courses should be clearly idertified as such on
the high school transcript.

A Note on Credit Recovery Courses.

Mary high schools offer credit recovery or aedit retrieval programs

for students to receive credit or new grades for courses that they

took previously or to take courses for the first time to get ahead or
catchup. Ifyour high school offers aedit recovery, students need
tomake sure the following conditions are met:

* The school must follow its creditrecovery polides, whether the
studentis an athlete or not. The Eligibility Center may request
the policy if necessary.

* The creditrecovery course must be comparable to the regular
course, There are mary examples inwhichthe course the
student failed was arigorous, college-preparatory course, and
the crediit recovery courseis taught at a lower level and ladks
adequate rigor.

* The creditrecovery course must meet the NCAA legislated
definition of a core course {including the new nontraditional
definition),

* The creditrecovery course should be dearly idertified as such on
the high school transcript.




Core-Course Grade-Point Average

How Your Core-Course Grade-Point Average is
Calculated

The Eligibility Center will calculate the grade-point average of your
core courses on a 4000 scale. The best grades from classes taken
onyour school’s list of NCAA courses will be used. Grades from
additional core courses you took will be used only if they improve
your grade-point average.

To determine your points earned for each course, multiply the
points for the grade by the amount of credit eamed. Use the
following scale unless your high school has a different scale
onfile with the Eligibility Center:

A-4points
B-3points

C-2points
D -1point

Remember: The Eligibility Center does not use plus or minus
grades when figuring your core-course grade-point average. For
example, grades of B+, Band B- will each be worth 3 quality points.

Special High School Grades and Grade-Point Average
If your high school uses numeric grades (such as 92 or 93),

those grades will be changed to your high school's letter grades
(suchas A or B). See your high school's grading scale by pulling up
your school's list of NCAA courses at www.eligibilitycenter.org.

If your high school normally“weights’ honors or advanced courses,
these weighted courses may improve your core-course grade-
point average. Your high school must notify the Eligibility Center
of such weighting. To see if your high school has a weighted scale
thatis being used for calculating your core-course grade-point
average, visit www.eligibilitycenter.org for an explanation of how
these grade weights are handled.

Examples of total quality point calculation:

* An A grade (4 points) for a trimester course (0.34 units):
4pointsx 0.34 units = 136 total quality points

* An A grade (4 points) for a semester course (0.50 units):
4 points x 0.50 units = 2,00 total quality points

* An A grade (4 points) for a full-year course (1.00 units):
4 pointsx 1.00 units = 4,00 quality points

Calculate Your Core-Course Grade-Point Average

To calculate your estimated core-course grade-point average,
divide the total number of points for all of your core courses by the
total number of core-course units you have completed.

Note: Your calculation helps you keep track of your core-course
grade-point average. Should you have any questions, contact your
high school counselor.

Test-Score Requirements

ACT and SAT Requirements

You must achieve the required score on the SAT or ACT
before your full-time collegiate enroliment. You must do
this whether you are acitizen of the United States or of a
foreign country. Also, state-administered ACT exams will be
accepted by the Eligibility Center. You may take the national
testgiven on one or more of the dates shown below.

IMPORTANT CHANGE:

All SAT and ACT scores must be reported to the Eligibility Center
directly from the testing agency. Test scores will not be accepted
if reported on a high school transcript.

When registering for the SAT or ACT, input the Eligibility Center
code of 9999 to make sure the score is reported directly to the
Eligibility Center.

Prueba de Aptitud Academica (Division Il)

If you enroll in a Division Il college or university located in
Puerto Rico, you may use a minimum combined score on the
Prueba de Aptitud Academica verbal and math reasoning
sections of 730 to satisfy the test-score requirement.

National Testing Dates

SAT ACT

October 9,2010 September 11,2010
November 6, 2010 October 23,2010
December 4, 2010 December 11, 2010
January 22,2011 February 12,2011
March 12,2011 April 9,201

May 7,2011 June 11,2011

June 4,201

Taking Tests More than Once
You may take the SAT or the ACT more than one time. If you take
either test more than once, you may use your best subscore from
different tests to meet the minimum test-score requirements.
Hereisan example:
Math  Verbal/ Total Score
SAT (10/09) 35 470 820
SAT (12/09) 420 440 860
Scores used 420 470 890

Your test score will continue to be calculated using the math

and verbal/critical reading subsections of the SAT and the math,
science, English and reading subsections of the ACT. The writing
component of the ACT or SAT will not be used to determine
your qualifier status.
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Students with Education-Impacting
Disabilities: Special Conditions

A studentwith an education-impacting disability must meet the
same requirements as all other students, but may be provided
certain accommodations to help meet those requiremerts. If
youare a studentwith a diagnosed education-impacting
disability, youwill need to let the Eligibility Certer know about
your education-impacting disability only if you plan on using core
courses after your eighth semester of high school and youplan on
attending an NCAA Division | college or university. It isimportant
to note that the accommodations provided to student s with
educationimpacting disabilities for NCAA Division | schools are
different than for Division Il schools.

For Division | only, a studert must graduate “on time”in orderto

use the following accommodations:

* Use up to three (3) additional approved core courses taken
before full-time enrollment in college.

For Division Il only, studertts may use the following

accommodations:

*® Use ariy approved core coursestakenbefore full-time enrollmert
incollege.

For Divisionsland Il, students may use the following

accommodations:

® Use courses for studentswith eduation-impacting disabilties
that are designated on the high school’s list of NCAA courses.

* May take a nonstandard test to satisfy test-score requirements.
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To document your education-impacting disability, send the
following documentation by mail to:

EID Services
P.0.Box7110
Indianapolis, IN 46207-7110

Or faxto317/968-5100.

* Copy of your professional diagnosis; and

* Copy of your EIR ITR 504 plan or statemert of accommodations.
(One of the above documents should be dated within the last
three years)

igibility se
D numbery, home address, telephone numbey, and
fuationyea

includey
highschool gr

Once approved, youwill be notified inwriting and will be provided
with additional information regarding what accommodationsare
available.

Please note that NCAA academic requirementsare the same for
all students, including studentswith an education-impacting
disability. Additionally, the information outlined above is for
studentswho intend to enrollin an NCAA Division | or |l college or
university within the next few years. Because NCAA regulations
are subject to change, the NCAA encourages you to consider

how delaying your enrollment may impact your eligibility. For
additional information, including a cover sheet and the “Buckley
Statement’; which you may wish to complete to allow the Eligibility
Center to speakto others about your eduction-impacting
disability status, please accessthe “Frequently Asked Questions for
Studentswith Education-mpacting Disabilities” page on

wve NCAA org.

Nonstandard Tests

Ifyou have an education-impacting disability, you may also take a

nonstandard test to satisfy test-score requiremerts, Followthese

guidelines:

* Register for accommodations as described by ACT or SAT,
submitting a properly documented and corfirmed diagnosis.

* Follow procedures governed by ACT or SAT. (The test may not
be administered by a member of your high school athletics
department or any NCAA school athletics department.)

* Ifyoutake a nonstandard ACT or SAT, you may take the test ona
date other than a national testing date, but yousstill must achieve
the required test score.

* Your high school counselor canhelp you register to take a
nonstandard test.
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